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by which for a century and a quarter they had enjoyed so much prosperity and power. Desiring no change they wished for no ideas. They sympathised with the complacent respectability of Lord Liverpool's character, and knew how to value the safe sterility of his mind. He distanced statesmen like Grenville, Wellesley and Canning, not in spite of his inferiority but by reason of it. His mediocrity was his merit. The secret of his policy was that he had none. For sbc years his administration outdid the Holy Alliance. For five years it led the Liberal movement throughout the world. The Prime Minister hardly knew the difference. It was he who forced Canning on the King. In the same spirit he wished his Government to include men who were in favour of Catholic aims and men who were opposed to them. His career exemplifies not the accidental combination, but the natural affinity between the love of Conservatism and the fear of ideas."
To apply Lord Acton's acute irony written on another statesman is perhaps a little cruel. It can be conceded that after wars tired nations accept non-committal policies and even appreciate them. They indeed can have their places. On the other hand, Mr. Baldwin has certainly been the nominee of the dividend-receiving middle classes. They like the landed gentry after the Napoleonic Wars have also feared ideas, Mr. Baldwin has outdistanced statesmen like Lord Curzon, Lord Birkenhead and Mr. Winston Churchill, in a manner similar to the retention of office by Lord Liverpool. The struggle with international Socialism can be compared to the former statesman's struggle with the Holy Alliance. It was an inevitable result of Mr. Baldwin's tactics, even if there was a mistake in execution, which thrust Mr. MacDonald on the King. The Conservative administrations have included men with League of Nations ideas and those who have been opposed to them- For the rest, res ipsa loquitur.